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ACTION: THE WHITE HOUSE 

EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY FOR HENRY A. KISSINGER FROM BUNKER 


REF: WHS 2011 

1. Ref message arrived 1430 today and I immediately got in touch 
with Thieu. Since he was tied up in meeting with Provincial 
Councillors, I was unable to see him until 2000. 

2. I went over with him rationale for form of the President's pre- 
sentation, reasons for not getting into the distinction between the 
agreement in principle and the final agreement. I said that the 
President believes this is the best and clearest way to present our 
position. It avoids charges of trickiness by critics, highlights again 
the other side's linking of political issues, and it makes our position 
look even more reasonable and flexible. I drew on other points 
contained reftel in support of proposed form of presentation. 

3* I then went over the President^ speech with him, which he< f- 

m * * 

read carefully. He said that he thought it would give him no 

* 

problems, although he would want to go over it again and might 
have a few points to suggest, but these would be minor. 

4. He had the following comments and questions: 

a) was Tinder the impression that the President had planned to 

mention the terms of the statement of principles in his speech. 
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He will, therfore, want to revise sections of Part II of the outline 
of his speech, particularly those contained under the heading 
11 Announcement of the New Initiatives 11 , especially the second 
and third paragraphs of this section, 

b) Since the President mentions that the proposal was transmitted 


/ 



to the other side October 11, Thieu wishes it made clear that he 
also was in possession of the proposal. I would think this could be 
covered in the paragraph mentioning the Presidents decision to 
make another attempt to break the deadlock and to send a private 
communication to the North Vietnamese on October 11 and urging 
a meeting on November 1. 

c) How will the proposal be presented to the other side? I said 
that as the President mentions in his speech, Ambassador Porter 
will be instructed to present the proposal at the Paris meeting 
January 27. I said I presumed that he would instruct Ambassador 
Lam also to present it on behalf of the GVN. Thieu said he would 
have to determine how best to get instructions to Lam. The proposal 
would have to be presented in Vietnamese by Lam and he will need 

to get the translation to him. Up to now, of course, Lam has no 
knowledge of the proposal or of the steps we propose to take. 

d) He will now work on his own draft so that it can be coordinated 
with the Presidents speech. He did not envisage that his statement 
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needed to be as long as the President^ but wants to make sure that 
we are both on the same wave length. He will work on this tomorrow 

and will meet with me Monday morning to go over the revisions and 

* 

with a more complete text. 

e) I went over with him the changes in the wording of paragraphs 

1, 2 , 3 , 7, and 8 as contained reftel. He raised no question on these. 

f) I went over with him again the time clocks as applied to the state- 
ment of principles and the final agreement so that he is also clear 
on these. 

5. I will communicate immediately after my meeting Monday. If 

you have any further thoughts, especially about method of presentation 

/please 

in Paris/ let me know. Thieu, I think, will want to have the GVN 
appear as a full partner in the presentation. 




6. Warm regards. 
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